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2 ST. PAUL THE HERO

through the cleft in the mountains and makes
those great waterfalls which you love and
which rushes headlong through the city on its
way to the blue sea.”

“Well, Father, He must be wonderful if
He did that! But I don’t see how He ever
could spread out this great blue tent of a sky
over all these fields and over all the city and
over both the mountain ranges and as far as
men have ever been. All the way to holy
Jerusalem it goes — and farther, to Alexan-
dria where the man lives, who wrote the book
you read to me yesterday. Is there any end
to that tent and what is it made of? Nobody
in all our province of Cilicia can weave tent-
cloth like that!”

“No, my son, nobody has ever found an
end to the tent of the sky. It covers the whole
world. It is harder to get to the end of it
than it is to go to the end of the rainbow,
which you tried to find a few days ago. But,
my dear boy, God has made something more
























8 ST. PAUL THE HERO

This was the boy who talked with his fa-
ther by the shore of the Cydnus, one evening
about twenty years after Christ was born in
Bethlehem.
























16 ST. PAUL THE HERO

can help my boy to keep that commandment.”

“Anyway I shall try, mother. It isn’t any
harder is it than going into a den of lions or
into Nebuchadnezzar’s fiery furnacer”

“Ah, but my Saul will never have any such
dreadful things to do, for he is born a Roman
citizen and he can always appeal to Casar.
Now it is time little boys were in bed.”






18 ST. PAUL THE HERO

knew better than almost any one else the law,
and the rules by which the daily life of a strict
Jew should be guided so that he might be per-
fect.

Through the Syrian Gate in the Amanus
ridge, Saul had gone with his father on their
way to the holy city for the Passover and for
a short time of sight-seeing and visit before
the hard work of the school began. They
came on through Antioch of Syria, the first
great city which Saul had ever seen and one
which some day he would know much better;
then they journeyed on by hard and danger-
ous roads until they saw Damascus, with its
two beautiful rivers and its high city walls.
Some day Saul would know this city better
tool And the time would come when he
would find out how high those city walls
were! Every foot of the road from Damas-
cus was crowded with interest and excitement
for this fifteen-year-old boy who was seeing
the holy land for the first time. Now he


















24 ST. PAUL THE HERO

secret of God, to be a perfect son of Abraham.
Let it cost what it will, I follow where the
wise Gamaliel shall take me, even to the end
of the long road to truth.”

Then the teacher bowed his head and prayed
that the great Jehovah of the fathers would
bless and enlighten the youth from Tarsus who
was to be for many months in the cloister of
Gamaliel.





















RABBI GAMALIEL’S SCHOOL 31

do one thing that would seem like disobeying
God—even the littlest. Gamaliel had one
student who was trying with all his might to
be perfect, and that meant, to be a hero.
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TENT-MAKING IN TARSUS

LIKE winged birds, the time flew by, just
as it does now for school-boys and school-
girls and Saul’s years at the feet of Gamaliel
were over. He had changed very much
while he had been in Jerusalem. Soft hair
was growing on his face now. His forehead
was broader and fuller, but his shoulders were
bowed over and he walked with a stoop be-
cause he had bent over his books so long and
had taken very little exercise in these years
of eager study. His hands were soft as a
woman’s and he seemed thin and worn with
the strain of his thoughts. But the same fire
was in his dark eyes and the same fine beauti-
ful light shone on his face. He wondered as
he came up the river Cydnus from Messina to
Tarsus (for he returned by sea), whether his

32







34 ST. PAUL THE HERO

It was a proud moment for the family the
next Sabbath when young Saul was given the
Roll of Scripture at the Synagogue and was
asked to read the lesson and explain it. There
he stood with all the Jewish families of Tarsus
looking on and listening while he told them
things they had never heard before. When
the lesson was finished many a man turned to
Saul’s father and said: “God has given you
a remarkable son. He will be an honour to
our race and to our city.”

Now the time had come when Saul’s trade
must be decided upon, for all young men who
were to be Rabbis were expected to learn a
trade, so that they could support themselves.
Early and late in the home the question was
discussed: What was the best trade for a
slight, thin, soft-handed youth who was a great
scholar and who was soon to be a famous
teacher? The mother wanted him to learn a
trade that would straighten his shoulders and
make him strong and robust. The father















TENT-MAKING IN TARSUS 39

make one great family on the earth, all living
in harmony under the great Spirit.”

Saul stopped sewing and sat perfectly still.
It was different from anything he had heard
in Jerusalem. It could not be true or Gama-
liel would have known it and yet it was so
wonderful and beautiful. He would think
about it more, and he would read some of the
books of the Stoics who said that we are the
offspring of God!



VI
THE GREAT TEACHER OF GALILEE

WHILE the young scholar was working at
his new trade of weaving tent-cloth and mak-
ing tents in the busy, thriving town of Tarsus,
wonderful things were occurring beyond the
Amanus Mountains, in the land of Palestine.
Every traveller who came from Galilee and
every pilgrim who passed through Capernaum
brought tidings of a strange and extraordinary
Teacher, totally unlike the great Rabbis and
Scribes.

In far-away Tarsus not much was reported
at first of what this Teacher said. The travel-
lers told, first of all, of the wonderful things
He did.

One man had heard, as he came through
Galilee, of a little girl who had been very ill.

40












44 ST. PAUL THE HERO

cross and to see Him die hanging in the air.
And the pilgrim who brought the reports
said He was not like any other victim that
was ever crucified. Instead of shouting and
wailing and cursing, He had been calm and
unmoved. Every time He spoke, His words
were full of love. Once He spoke in a quiet,
gentle way to a thief who was crucified on a
cross near Him. And once, and this was the
strangest thing they reported, He looked up
toward the sky and then out toward the great
multitude of shouting people and said in a
gentle voice which reached out over all the
throng, “Father, forgive these people. They
do not know what they are doing.”

A few who came back later had another
story which they told but they couldn’t make
anybody at Tarsus believe it. They said that
some of the followers and friends of this won-
derful Teacher from Galilee declared that
they had seen Him alive after He was cruci-
fied. Some of these followers said they had












VII
IN JERUSALEM AGAIN

ALL through the quiet period in Tarsus
while Saul was learning his trade and living
with his father and mother in the dear old
home where he had been a boy, he was won-
dering what his life was going to be. He al-
ways felt, even as a little boy, that a great life-
work lay before him. It was too sacred and
.solemn to talk about and he did not tell even
his mother, but all the time, down deep in his
soul, he dimly knew that he was destined to
have an unusual life and to do something
signal and wonderful. When he lay ill and
everybody thought he would die, he felt very
sure that he was not going to die yet, for the
great work of his life was still to be donel

He had often been in great danger, on his
8













52 ST. PAUL THE HERO

on in a young man’s heart when he takes this
great venture and pushes out from the home
he loves to begin his real life in the strange
and difficult world, where some succeed and
where some fail, where some keep pure and
good, and where some go wrong.

Many things seemed to have changed in
Jerusalem during the short period since Saul
had left it. Everybody was talking of the
strange events that had taken place recently.
A new people had appeared in the city. They
called themselves “the people of the way,”
or “those of the way,” or “those of Jesus’ way.”
Others called them “Galileans,” or “Naza-
renes.” They were men and women who be-
lieved that Jesus the great Teacher of Galilee
was the Messiah and they declared that He
was still alive and would soon return to be
king and lord. They were growing fast in
numbers and spreading in every part of the
city. They met every day from house to
house and ate their evening meal together in






























62 ST. PAUL THE HERO

thou now receive my spirit to Thyself.” And
then, with the stones raining round him, the
brave, good Stephen died—with the light still
on his face.

Saul never forgot that face. He thought
Stephen was wrong and he believed that he
must be stopped or he would bring harm to
God’s people. But he had never seen any-
body die like that before! And the more he
meditated and thought about it, the more he
wondered at what Stephen had said, and still
more over his dying words and his happy,
shining facel






























72 ST. PAUL THE HERO

in upon this young man a light which seemed
brighter than the mid-day sun in the sky and
he saw Jesus and heard Him speak and call
him and his whole life was forever changed
by this wonderful thing that happened on the
road to Damascus.






































































































XIV
A LETTER TO HIS CHURCHES

WHEN Paul sat down to write to the
churches in the province of Galatia he was
facing one of the greatest crises of his life. If
he could not convince them that he was right
in his teaching and that all men everywhere
could follow Christ and become His disciples,
then his missionary work was ended and his
career was over. He had been proud once to
be a Jew. He had gloried in the privilege of
belonging to the chosen people and he had
hoped to become perfectly righteous by keep-
ing all the law and the commandments. He
had tried this plan with all his energy and it
had miserably failed. He had never made
himself perfect and he had discovered that

nobody ever could reach perfection that way.
104











































































ALONE IN ATHENS 12§

message and so the chance went by! In a few
days Paul sailed away, out of that wonderful
harbour, looking back on the beautiful city
that had missed its opportunity, and landed in
the great seaport city of Corinth, at that time
the capital of the province of Achaia.



XVII

CORINTH AND EPHESUS

IN Corinth Paul made two new friends
who became very dear to him and who were
able to be great helpers in his work. Their
names were Aquila—a Jew from Pontus who
had lived sometime in Italy—and his wife
Priscilla who was a very remarkable woman.
- They became followers of Christ and joined
with Paul in the work of spreading Christi-
anity in the great Greek city of Corinth.
Aquila and Priscilla were also tent-makers
and part of the time they all worked at this
trade to get money to live by. Then they gave
all the rest of their time to the main business
for which Paul had come to Corinth. It was
a very happy group of workers for they all

loved and enjoyed each other and they all
126












































































“READY TO BE BOUND” 147

a Roman captain with a troop of soldiers came
up just in time to rescue him and to carry him
away to the military castle where the mob
could not get at him. But he could hear them
cry and shout: ‘“Away with him! away with
him!”



XIX

IN THE PRISON AT CASAREA

STANDING on the steps of the castle, with
the angry, surging people in front of him Paul
beckoned for silence and then spoke to the
most difficult audience he ever addressed. He
calmly told them the story of his life. He
gave them an account of that great moment
on the road to Damascus when Jesus met him
and called him to a new life and a new mis-
sion. He explained to them how he tried to
tell the good news to his own people and how
God sent him to the great world of Gentiles.
Then, all of a sudden, the people cried out in
a fury: “Away with such a fellow from the
carth.” They threw off their garments and
would have ended his life in a moment if they
could have reached him. It was another
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164 ST. PAUL THE HERO

over. Here in front was Rome. Nero might
be there, and his court and prison might be
waiting for him, but the most important thing
was that there was a church of Christ in Rome
and Paul could see the members and make the

church grow larger!













































